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VIII.

Guidelines for Writing a Proposal for the National Academy of Education/Spencer

Postdoctoral Fellowship http://www.nae.nyu.edu/spencer/spencer_app.pdf

Below are some of the questions that the Selection Committee uses in their

discussions of applications:

I. Is the application appropriate for this program?
a. Is the project a research project, i.e. not curriculum development, not an
evaluation, nor an applied project?

b. Does the proposal meet the fellowship®s goals and purpose?

I1. Does the proposal show an in-depth knowledge of relevant educational research in
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the field?
a. Does it review and critique relevant and important previous studies in the area of

the proposal ”s research?

b. If the applicant might profit from access to particular individuals and resources,

does the proposal mention who/what they are?

I11. Does the proposal specify an appropriate research design and method to collect
the data?

a. Is the design and are the methods appropriate to the research question?

b. Will that design allow the researcher to find the answers to the research
questions posed?

c. To the extent possible, does the proposal anticipate the shape of possible

findings or the results of the inquiry, and indicate what conclusions could be drawn?

IV. Does the proposal specify how the project will contribute to and extend

educational knowledge?

a. What relevance does the project have to education?

b. Does the project address an important educational issue?

c. Will the project enhance educational knowledge in a critical way? Does the
proposal explain why this knowledge is worth pursuing or how will it benefit

education?

V. Can the project be completed within the time-frame the fellowship allows? (One

year full-time or two years half-time.)

VI. Is this a well-written proposal?
a. Is the proposal written for a general academic audience and not for specialists in
one

discipline/research area?

b. Is the organization and structure of the proposal clear? Does it define terms and

procedures, etc.?

VII. Does the proposal have a new way of thinking about or fresh approach to a
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persistent and important educational problem or issue?

Before submitting your proposal it can be very helpful to get feedback from
colleagues you know and respect, people who can provide constructive criticism and
who are not your mentor or your immediate collaborator. It may be especially helpful
to enlist a colleague whose focus is different from your own to ensure your proposal

can be understood by readers from a different disciplinary background.
We also recommend reading ““The Art of Writing Proposals, an article published by the

Social Science Research Council which 1is available on their website at

http://www.ssrc.org/artprop.htm.
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